Use of 'tartograms in Labour
A partogram, which presents in graphical form a low risk course of labour, was recently constructed at Queen Charlotte's Maternity Hospital. The case records of 1000 consecutive parturient women, who satisfied the criteria shown in Table  1 , were studied. Of these, 264 were discarded because labour was abnormal, leaving 460 primigravidk (498 vaginal examinations) and 276 multiparx (291 vaginal examinations). Utilizing the time interval between spontaneous normal vaginal delivery and previous cervical dilatations (2-9 cm) a probit analysis, based on cumulative frequency tables for each dilatation in each parity group, was undertaken. Regression lines (r= >0.92) were fitted to each plot and the final partogram ( Fig 1) (1972) has been in use in the University Department of Obstetrics & Gynmecology in Salisbury, Rhodesia, for one year and in the Professional Unit of Birmingham Maternity Hospital for six months where it has successfully completed a searching study to assess its suitability for practice 1ff the United Kingdom. The partogram allows charting of the progress of labour, fietal condition and maternal condition against a time scale on a single sheet of paper in a way which is clearly comprehensible and which highlights the abnormal labour.
The descent of the feetal head is assessed as described by Crichton (1962) by the amount of the head in 'fifths' palpable abdominally above the brim. The position of the head can also be noted throughout labour and, if required, the level of the head in relation to the ischial spines can be charted. The dilatation of the cervix is plotted on admission in labour at zero time and a slope of cervical dilatation constructed as well as a slope of descent of the head. The other interdependent variables of labour, namely, foetal heart rate, condition of the liquor, degree of moulding of the foetal head, frequency and duration ofcontractions, dose ofoxytocin (Syntocinon) together with the maternal blood pressure and pulse, are charted on the partogram during labour (Philpott 1972) .
